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Discussion 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since echelons past, the rich farmlands of American’s south, which are now under the occupation of white settlers, belonged to the Indians. They had been the lands of Indian ancestors since time immemorial. Nonetheless, during the early 19th-century expansion of the United States, white settlers, in their malign zeal and zest for expansionist land saw what they deliberated as an impediment to their progress. With a selfish thirst for prime land to raise cotton from, these settlers convinced the federal government to purchase Indian Territory under the unscrupulous, paternalistic, and patronizing stewardship of Andrew Jackson (Public Broadcasting Service, 2019a). What happened next was a march dubbed the “Trail of Tears” in which the Cherokee Nation saw 4,000 of their members die in utter loss of dignity and ravished by terrible hunger, nail-biting cold, and malevolent disease on their way to the western lands. By 1837, the administration of Jackson had purged 46,000 Native American people from their land. Moreover, this tyrannical and selfish leader had secured treaties, such as the Treaty of New Echota, that resulted in the eviction of a similar number, thereby, opening more than 25 million acres of land to white slavery (Public Broadcasting Service, 2019b).
What happened to these rich farmlands is nothing short of legal impunity, sheer disgrace and humiliation, and utter display of malevolent inhumanity. Using their cunning tendencies consecrated through education and political power, selfish whites fought a multi-faceted war of attrition against Indian settlers, deeply coveting their birthrights. Of these settlers, while the Seminole Indians resisted the most, the Cherokee Nation was the most afflicted. Whites used all tactics they had; from their selfish, aggressive nature, to the manipulation as well as institution of unjust laws, three decades of oppression dawned upon the gentle and meek Indian Nations with no room for negotiations nor amicability. Ultimately, their majorly non-violent tactic resulted in more jealousy and resentment among whites that saw their removal through brute force and deception.
These were prime agricultural lands, and the whites, as mentioned above, coveted them for their cotton-growing potential ("American Indian culture of the Southeast", 2019). The five Indian Nations, the Creek, Cherokee, Chicasaw, Choctaw, and Seminole Nations also practised farming and even used the non-violent strategy of cultivating their lands using large-scale farming an Anglo-American practice. This was however not enough for the greedy whites. While the Indians adopted such assimilation policies to not only ward off hostility but also coexist peacefully, whites had usurping agendas in mind. Records also exist showing these were prime lands for livestock farming as Indian Nations had large reserves of all kinds of domestic animals.
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